
Traverse des Sioux 
Presentation and Outline

Source:      http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/painting-treaty-traverse-des-sioux

http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/painting-treaty-traverse-des-sioux


Treaty Council 
Depictions 
American Perspective: Representation of 
parties at negotiation council.

Painter: Franklin B. Mayer, 1885, a 
witness to the negotiations.

1905 recreation by Francis Davis Millet 
displayed until recently in Minnesota 
Governor’s Reception Room at Capitol

Controversy:

● Dakota perspective not 
represented

● Romanticized imagery
● Inaccurate depiction of Dakota 

present at signing
● No acknowledgement of theft by 

fur traders

Source: http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/treaty-traverse-des-sioux

http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/treaty-traverse-des-sioux


Land Cession
Traverse des Sioux and Mendota 
treaties, 1851

Promises:

● Reservation land 10 miles north 
and South of the Minnesota 
River as far east as the Yellow 
Medicine River

● Some 24,000,000 acres ceded 
by Dakota

35th Congress Revisions:

● Reservation land north of the 
Minnesota River denied

● Dakota confined to 10 miles 
from south shore of Minnesota 
River

Source:  
http://usdakotawar.org/history/treaties/minnesot
a-treaty-interactive

Source: 
http://treatiesmatter.org/treaties/land/1851-Dakota

http://usdakotawar.org/history/treaties/minnesota-treaty-interactive
http://usdakotawar.org/history/treaties/minnesota-treaty-interactive
http://treatiesmatter.org/treaties/land/1851-Dakota


U.S. Officials
Stephen Riggs, Missionary and Interpreter 
Significant Linguistic Issues:

● Direct, literal translation between 
English and Dakota is impossible

● Dakota Words for concepts like sale 
and cession did not exist

● Property rights were unrecognized by 
Dakota

● Dakota likely understood agreement 
as a 50 year lease on land

Alexander Ramsey, Territorial Governor

● Highly motivated to promote white 
settlement

● Threatened to withhold rations at 
negotiation

● Veiled threat that soldiers would 
protect his “friends”

Alexander Ramsey, cir. 1848
Source: 
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/alexa
nder-ramsey-0

Stephen Riggs, cir. 1862
Source: 
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia
/reverend-stephen-riggs

http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/alexander-ramsey-0
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/alexander-ramsey-0
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/reverend-stephen-riggs
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/reverend-stephen-riggs


Treaty Articles One, 
Two, & (Three)

Art. 1 - Kinship

● Kinship bonds acknowledged and 
guaranteed in perpetuity

Art. 2 - Language of Sale:

● Concepts of ownership remained 
culturally misunderstood 

● Comprised almost all of the traditional 
Dakota ancestral homelands

Art. 3 - Definition, Parameter of Reservation

● Stricken by government in Washington, 
D.C.

Source:   https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digital/collection/kapplers/id/26429

“Peace and 
friendship”

Areas 
ceded

Article 3, 
removed by 
Congress

https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digital/collection/kapplers/id/26429


Art. 4 - Fur Traders
Exploitation of Debts: Settling Affairs

● Fur traders extended credit to 
Dakota hunters for decades

● Bands and individuals in deep 
debt, according to fur traders

● Extraction of funds from Indians 
by traders was illegal

● Legitimized extraction for 
windfall for traders

● Debts were dubious, at best
● A traders’ paper was introduced 

in negotiations that was never 
read aloud 

“Settling affairs”

“Prohibition of 
spirituous liquors”

Source: 
https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digi
tal/collection/kapplers/id/26430

Terms of payment

https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digital/collection/kapplers/id/26430
https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digital/collection/kapplers/id/26430


Broken Promises
1858 Treaties in Washington, D.C.

● Permanent reservation was 
objectively only temporary

● Dakota leaders kept from 
Minnesota for months

Annuity Payments 

● Dakota dependence on 
government established

● Payments frequently delayed
● Traders continued debt 

collections
● Credit lines at agencies were 

irregular

Violent conflict would be result.

Source:  http://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/welcome/broken-promises/

http://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/welcome/broken-promises/

