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Traverse' des Sioux

Presentation.and Outline

Source: http://www.mnopedia.or ultimedia/painting-treaty-traverse-des-sioux
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Treaty Council
Depictions

American Perspective: Representation of
parties at negotiation council.

Painter: Franklin B. Mayer, 1885, a
witness to the negotiations.

1905 recreation by Francis Davis Millet
displayed until recently in Minnesota N 3 ‘_ "

Governor’s Reception Room at Capitol

Controversy:

e Dakota perspective not
represented Source: http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/treaty-traverse-des-sioux
e Romanticized imagery
e Inaccurate depiction of Dakota
present at signing
e No acknowledgement of theft by
fur traders
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Land Cession

1851 treaties with the Dakota at Traverse des Sioux and Mendota
Data(s): 7/23/1851, 8/5/1851

d with military force, the eastarn bands of the Dakota were
g all their remaining iands in Minnesota and lowa—an

Traverse des Sioux and Mendota
treaties, 1851

lard Fillmora agreed tha
vs—until it was needed

Promises:

Tribes: Dakota (Sioux) Sisseton and Wahpeton bands, Dakota (Sioux) Medewakanton and
Wahpekuta

Concluded at: Traverse des Sioux - Minnesota, Mendota - Minnesota.

e Reservation land 10 miles north
and South of the Minnesota
River as far east as the Yellow
Medicine River

e Some 24,000,000 acres ceded
by Dakota

Source:
http://usdakotawar.ora/history/treaties/minnesot
a-treaty-interactive

35th Congress Revisions:

° Reservation land north of the
Minnesota River denied 1851 Land Cessions
e Dakota confined to 10 miles

from south shore of Minnesota Source:
River http://treatiesmatter.org/treaties/land/1851-Dakota



http://usdakotawar.org/history/treaties/minnesota-treaty-interactive
http://usdakotawar.org/history/treaties/minnesota-treaty-interactive
http://treatiesmatter.org/treaties/land/1851-Dakota

U.S. Officials

Stephen Riggs, Missionary and Interpreter
Significant Linguistic Issues:

e Direct, literal translation between
English and Dakota is impossible

e Dakota Words for concepts like sale
and cession did not exist

e  Property rights were unrecognized by
Dakota

e Dakota likely understood agreement
as a 50 year lease on land
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Alexander Ramsey, cir. 1848

Alexander Ramsey, Territorial Governor Source:
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/alexa

nder-ramsey-0

e Highly motivated to promote white

settlement

e Threatened to withhold rations at Stephen Riggs, cir. 1862
negotiation Source:

e \eiled threat that soldiers would http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia

protect his “friends” [reverend-stephen-riggs



http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/alexander-ramsey-0
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/alexander-ramsey-0
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/reverend-stephen-riggs
http://www.mnopedia.org/multimedia/reverend-stephen-riggs

Treaty Articles One,
Two, & (Three)

Art. 1 - Kinship

e Kinship bonds acknowledged and
guaranteed in perpetuity

Art. 2 - Language of Sale:
e Concepts of ownership remained
culturally misunderstood
e Comprised almost all of the traditional
Dakota ancestral homelands

Art. 3 - Definition, Parameter of Reservation

e  Stricken by government in Washington,
D.C.

July 23, 1851,
10 Stats., M0,
Proce!
2418,

, Feb.

Peace to exist,

Cemsion of Jands to
th= United States.

Payment to said Tn-
tiags

Source:

TREATY WITH THE SIOUX-SISSETON AND WAHPETON
BANDS, 1851.

Articles of a treaty made and concluded at Traverse des Sioww, upon
the Minnesota River, in the Territory ;f Minnesota, on the twenty-
third day of Jidy, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, between the United
States of Amerwa.ez;/ Luke Lea, Commassiemer of Indian Affuirs,
and Alevander Ramsey, governor and ex-officio yuperi; ent of
Indian affairs in said Territory, commissioners duly appointed ;or
that purpose, and See-see-toan and Wak-pay-toan bmuiy aof D
or Siour Indians.

ArticLe 1. It is stipulated and solemnly agreed that the peace and
friendship now so happily existing between the United States and the
aforesaid bands of Indians, shall be perpetual.

ArticLe 2. The said See-see-toan and Wah-pav-toan bands of
Dakota or Sioux Indians, agree to cede, and do hereby cede, sell, and
relinquish to the United States, all their lands in the State of Iowa;
and,also all their lands in the Territory of Minnesota, Iving east of the
following line, to wit: Beginning at the junction of the Buffalo River
with the Red River of the North; thence along the western bank of
said Red River of the North, to the mouth of ':ﬁe Sioux Wood River;
thence along the western bank of said Sioux Wood River to Lake
Traverse; thence, along the western <hore of said lake, to the southern
extremity thereof: thence in a direct line, to the junction of Kampeska
Lake with the Tchan-kas-an-data, or Sioux River; thence along the
western bank of said riverto its point of intersection with the northern
line of the State of Towa; including all the islands in said rivers and
lake.

ARTICLE 3. [Stricken out.]

ArticLe 4. In further and full consideration of said cession, the
United States agree to pay to said Indians the sum of one million six

“Peace and
friendship”

Areas
ceded

Article 3,
removed by
Congress

https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digital/collection/kapplers/id/26429
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Art. 4 - Fur Traders

Exploitation of Debts: Settling Affairs

e  Furtraders extended credit to
Dakota hunters for decades

e Bands and individuals in deep
debt, according to fur traders

e Extraction of funds from Indians
by traders was illegal

e Legitimized extraction for
windfall for traders
Debts were dubious, at best
A traders’ paper was introduced
in negotiations that was never
read aloud

hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars (§1,665,000,) st the seversl
times, in the manner and for the following, to wit:

1st, To the chiofs of the sid , to enable tl to sattle their
affairs and comply with their present just engagement; and in consid-
eration of their removing themselves to the country set apart for them
ay above, which they agree to do within two years, or sooner, if
required by the President, without further cost or expense to the
United States, and in consideration of their subsisting themselves the
first year sfter thelr removal, which they agree to do without further
cost or expense on the part of the United the sum of two hun-
dred and seventy-five thousand dollars, (8275,000): Prowided, That
said sum shall be paid to the chiefs in such ny thay, hereaft
in open council shall request, and a8 soon after the removal of said
Indians to the home set apart for them, as the necessary appropriation
therefor shall bo made by Con,

9d. To be laid out under the direction of the President for the eatab.
tishment of manuallabor schools; the erection of mills and bincksmith
shops, opening farms, fencing and breaking land, and for such other
bm&';?objod- W may be pod most conducive to the ity
and happinoss of sald Indinos, thirty thousand dollars, (630, 0(‘);

The balance of said sum of one million six huadred and sixty-fve
thousand dollars, (81,006,000,) to wit: one million thres hundred and
sixty thousand dollars (81,860,000 to vermain in trust with the United
States, snd five per cent, Interest thereon to be puid, snnually, to said
Indians for the period of fifty years, commencing the first day of July,
elghteen bundred and Afty-two (1852,) which shall be In full payment
of waid balance, principal and interest, the sid payment to be applied
under the direction of the President, as follows, to wit:

4d. For a geoeral agriculturl improvement and oivilimtion fund,
the sum of twelve thonsand dollar, (§12,000,)

4th, For educationnl purposes, the sum of six thowsand dollars,

,000,)

sth, For the purchase of goods and provisions, the sam of ten thou.
sand dollars, (#10,000,)

Oth, Formoney snauity, the sum of forty thousnd dollarm, (840,000.)

Awxricnr 5. The laws of the United Sttes prohibiting the introduc.
tion and sale of spieituous liquors (o the Tadins country shall be in ful
force and effect throughout the territory berehy ceded and lying in
Minnosota until otherwise divected by Congress or the Prosident of
the United Seates. .

Axnicry 0, Rules and regulations to protect the rights of persons
and property among the Indinns, parties to this treaty, and adapted
to their condition and wants, may be preseribed and enforced in such
manner as the President or the Congress of the United States, from
timo to time, shull direet,

In testimony whereof, the snid Commissioners, Luke Lea and Alex-
ander Ramwey, and the undersigned Chiefs and Headmon of the afore-
snicd Seo-see-toan and \\'uhin\'-u-n hands of Dukota or Sioux Indisos,
have bereunto subseribed their numes and affixed their seuls, in dupli-
ente, ut Traverse des Sioux, Tervitory of Minnesota, this twenty-third
day of July, one thousand eight bundved and fifty-one.

L. Len, SEAL.
Alex. Rumsey, [sar.
h-‘:qmwm. (Hunning Walker or  Hoskalhwedun-wash-tay, (Good Boy.)

“the tium,") Fo-tay-teho-ka, {Faoe in the midst, )
“’«m-hwl.‘,mrm. (the Star  Hay-lin-ben-day-ms-za, | Metal Horn, )

face or the "Orphan,) Am-pay-tocrsha, (Hed Day. )
Fe-tay-wn-keen-van, [ Limplog Devil”  Besh-ta-bamba-kosshi-ks, " (Sleepy  Eym

wr “Thunder Pace,') yourg, )
Feshetahisnrba,  Sloepr Fyen ') A newangmanee, | Who goes galloging
Oopesyu-lienaday-n, | Fxwending  his «

o, )
tewiny, | Ma-h'pee-weetehash-ta, (Cload man. )

“Settling affairs”

Terms of payment

e PTONIbItioN of
: spirituous liquors”

.
Niber ay bo pov

Source:
https://dc.library.okstate.edu/digi

tal/collection/kapplers/id/26430
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Broken Promises

1858 Treaties in Washington, D.C.

e Permanent reservation was
objectively only temporary

e Dakota leaders kept from
Minnesota for months

Annuity Payments

e Dakota dependence on
government established
Payments frequently delayed
Traders continued debt
collections Source: http://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/welcome/broken-promises/

e Credit lines at agencies were
irregular

Violent conflict would be result.
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